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as you have thought it adviseabie to become sureties to the merchants, in
this case, we hope and trust that you had a thorough conviction that the
Company would not be subjected to any loss thereby.
60.    With regard to the state of your mint, though the profits hitherto
arising therefrom do not fully answer our expectations, yet the prospect you
give of its becoming more beneficial is very agreeable to
us.   When we shall receive a complete state of the mint
which you have promised us, we expect to see not only the nett gains by the
duties en coinage, but also the amount of the sums coined for private persons
in which your mint account current received per Osterley is defective.
Sixthly and seventhly of covenant and military servants and accounts
61.    Mr. John Barwell whom we advised you in our letter of the 21st
November last was appointed a writer for your Presidency, has resigned the
said appointment.
62.    We have therefore appointed Mr. John Peiarce to be a writer upon
your establishment and have given him rank next below Thomas Henchman,
one of the writers of this season, and as we are informed, Mr. Peiarce is now
in Bengal, we send covenants in the packet, which must be executed, witnessed,
and returned to us by the first ship.
63.    Mr. William Walton whom we mentioned in our letter to you of the
9th May 1764, now proceeds to your Presidency, being assured this gentleman
has a compleat knowledge of the method of refining saltpetre and the whole
process of manufacturing gunpowder.   It is our intention he should be chiefly
employed in the regulations of those branches under your direction, and you
are to give him all necessary instructions and assistance therein, acquainting
us from time to time with his progress.   Upon his arrival he is to take rank
as one of our writers upon your establishment and remain such until the 30th
of July 1766 when he will be of age, at which time, he is to commence and be
stationed as the youngest factor upon the list.   However, as we have been
induced to give Mr. Walton the said rank on account of the assurances we
have received of his beforenientioned qualifications, if it should appear  to
you that he has not sufficient judgment in those branches to render us the
services we have mentioned, he is then to serve five years as a writer.
64.    If any of our covenant servants or Mr. Wensley the surgeon who
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came to Bengal with Mi. Spencer shall be there when this is received, you
are to acquaint them, it is our positive order they return forthwith to their
former stations.
65.    We were acquainted by the President and Council at Fort St. George
that Mr. Edward Middleton one of our writers upon that establishment had
resigned our service in order to proceed to and assist his brother of Council
at your Presidency in his mercantile concerns, who had given him an invitation
for that purpose; as we can not allow our service to be deserted under such
pretences, you are immediately to send the said Mr. Middleton to England,
and his brother must be acquainted, we are very much displeased at his giving
encouragement to such a step.
66.    We have  signified  to our Presidency at Fort St.  George that we
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